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1. THE KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY [PROSE] 

The “knowledge society” is taken from Abdul kalam’s “Ignited minds” he was a distinguished scientist 

who took charge as president of India. His name is associated with the development of India’s, First 

satellite launched slv-3 and agnimissile. He received many doctorates Padmabhusahan, Padmavibhushan 

and Bharathratna 

           The present essay from “Ignited minds”, throws light focuses on modern civilization and 

the need for developing society through knowledge and technology. Kalam says that India  is a land of 

knowledge and it must re-discover itself .He says that the foreign invasion and the colonial rule weekend 

India considerably. 

    Knowledge has many forms and it is available at many places .it is acquired through education, 

information, intelligence and expressions it is manifested or found in artist, philosopher paint and even in 

house wife. In addition knowledge is there in our history epics and traditionals. We can find knowledge in 

our environment also like oceans, bioreserves, deserts in plant and animal life. 

       According to Kalam, knowledge has been the primary mover of prosperity and power. In 

Indian culture, there has been the guru-Shishya culture and tradition and sharing of knowledge even with 

foreign travallers and students. 

         During the last century the world has being changed from been an agricultural society to an 

industrial society. Thus technology played a crucial role .In 21stcentury, knowledge has become the 

primary production resource instead of capital and labour. A nation becomes a knowledge society when it 

creates knowledge and deploys. 

      The knowledge society has two very important components, driven by societal transformation 

and wealth generation. The societal transformation is in respect of education, healthcare, agriculture and 

governments for wealth generation. We have to strengthen some core areas like information technology, 

bio-technology, weather forecast, space technology etc... 

In order to emerge as knowledge superpower we should have tri-dimensional projects societal 

transformations, wealth generation, knowledge protection. For this, we have to protect our 

communication network and information generators from electronic attacks through surveillance and 

monitoring.  
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2. THE LANGUAGE OF AFRICAN LITERATURE [PROSE] 

                                                                                                         ‘Ngugi Wa Thiongo’ 

                           Ngugi Wa Thiongo , a Kenyan writer says that African writers should write in their 

mother tongues, not in the old colonial languages of English, French and Portuguese. He used to write in 

English, but now he mostly writes in ‘Gikuyu’.  

       The trouble is, many Africans grew up as children in their mother tongue but received their higher 

education in a colonial language. Higher education is not just Science and Mathematics but also 

Literature and Philosophy and Arts – a certain way of looking at the world. 

     In this essay, Ngugi describes his experiences about language and Literature. He used to learn lessons 

via stories in his native tongue Gikuyu which was magical and musical. When he started his school life, 

he was forced to learn English, which is purely imaginative as a foreign language. It dominates the 

language of real life. It separates the children from their home language in school. By using mother 

tongue, people can grow as singers and poets in a natural way. Mother tongue is reinforced by the games, 

the children play with words through riddles, proverbs etc... 

    In the childhood of the writer, the grown-ups used to tell the children stories around the fireside. The 

children would retell them to others working in the fields. According to writer, there were good and bad 

story tellers. A good one could tell same story by making it more dramatic, but the bad story-tellers would 

not do this. They repeat same words in same manner as they could not use fresh words and images. 

      After 1952, there was a declaration of emergency over Kenya. During that time, all the schools run by 

patriotic nationalists were taken over by the colonial government and they were chaired by Englishmen. 

English became the language of formal education. There was a ban on speaking Gikuyu in the area of 

school. Children lost their freedom in using their mother tongue. English became the measures of 

intelligence in Arts & Science and all branches of learning. There was no encouragement for the 

production of Literature in the African native languages. 

     In the author’s view, language was the most important vehicle through which power fascinated and 

held the soul prisoner. The bullet was the means of physical subjugation and language was the means of 

spiritual subjugation, so, he urges that the Literature of a society should be in their native language. The 

native language should become he language of formal education. He strongly opposes to impose culture 

of English in the name of English language. So, he pleads that Literature in mother tongue and native 

languages should be encouraged. 
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3. THE ROAD NOT TAKEN [POETRY] 

                                           The poet was written by Robert lee frost .He was an American poet. He was 

honoured with four Pulitzer prizes. He says “I can sum up everything i have learned about life it goes on” 

the poem is a declaration of the importance of independence and personal freedom. 

       The speaker is the poet he himself described as a traveller. While travelling the speaker derives at a 

place where the path separates into a forest area. He looks down both paths wondering which one to take, 

and he feels sorry that he cannot take both to enjoy both experiences. 

                         He looks down one path as far as he can, but it has curves and he cannot see farther. It was 

the most travelled path then the man decides that he would choose it for another day.   

                               He then gazes at other path which is grassy because it is less travelled he decides to 

choose the less travelled path that demonstrates his courage in making choices as a result of this decision, 

he claims that it has made a difference in his life. 

                The road not taken seems to illustrate that once, one takes a certain road or decision, there is no 

turning back although one might change paths later on, they still cannot change the past. 
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4. NIGHT OF THE SCORPION [POETRY] 

            Nissim Ezekiel was a Jwish-Indian poet, play wright, art critic and editor. He was regarded as the 

path finder of the post colonial Indian English writing .he was known for his skilful handling of the irony 

of the typical Indian environment and it humours treatment .He was conferred with padmashri award in 

1988 and the Sahitya Academy cultural award in 1983. 

                                 In the poem the night of scorpion the poet depicts the selfless love of a mother who is 

stung by a scorpion on a rainy night. By hearing this incident, the villagers came into the poet’s house like 

swarms of flies to console the family. They prayed to god in various ways. They started to search for the 

scorpion but they could not find. 

                        They sat around her, started spreading a lot of superstitious things, that if the scorpion. 

Moves, the poison in the blood also moves. So they wanted it to stay still. Some villages said that the pain 

she suffers, reduces her sins, purify the flesh and also reduces the suffering of her next birth. 

       Her husband was a practical thinker. He tries to lessen her pain in his own way. He even poured 

paraffin on the toe and lit a match to stop the poison from entering the blood. The holy man came there 

and he also performs he rites 

   After 20hrs the poison was brought down and the pain subsided. Mother said “Thank god the scorpion 

stung me and not my children”. She suffers a lot, but she is happy because the scorpion didn’t bite her 

children. 
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5. THE LOST CHILD [SHORT STORY] 

  The story ‘The lost child’ was written by the Mulk Raj Anand as Indian writer. He was notable for his 

depiction of the lives of poorer castes in Indian tradition society. He was a recipient of “Padma Bhushan” 

award.     

              The story is about a little child’s cry, when he is suddenly lost in a crowd at a village fair. It was 

spring time and the people were going to the fair. A child along with his parents was also going to the 

fair. The little child was so excited. Because he was visiting the fair and he was often attracted by things 

which are on the way. 

                    At first he was attracted by the toys displayed in the shops but his parents refused to buy 

them. He often walked behind his parents because he was attracted by the beauty of the mustard fields. 

He was very excited to watch dragon flies and other insects in those fields. He runs to catch them, but his 

mother warns him and diverts his attention. 

      After that they reach a shade of small trees the child was pleased by sweet smell of those flower and 

gets excited by the cooing sounds the doves. 

      As they move forward the child was disturbed by seeing sweets decorated with gold and silver leaves 

.he murmured “I want that barfi” but he did not wait for the reply because he knew that his parents his 

parents will not buy barfi for him. 

    They would say he was greedy so he moved on. Then he witnessed beautiful garlands but he did not 

ask for it. Then he saw colourful balloons but he knew very well that his parents will say he was too old 

to play with balloons. So he walked way then he saw snake charmer .He was fascinated by the music but 

he knew that his parents will not allow him to hear such coarse or rude rough music. 

     Finally he reached a spot where people are enjoying the swing on a roundabout. Now he stopped and 

asked his parents to enjoy the swing but didn’t get any reply. His parents were not there. Now the child 

realized that he was lost. He ran here and there but he could not find his parents. The place was too over 

crowded. He got terrified but suddenly a kind hearted man took him up in his arms and started consoling 

the child by offering him a ride on the roundabout, sweets, balloons, garland but the child kept sobbing “I 

want my father I want my mother”. 

     He took the child to the snake charmer to hear and enjoy the music, but it is of know use. The child 

only wants his parents for any child the secure feeling of being with the family is most important .This 

was proved in this lesson. 
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6.  THE LOADED DOG (SHORT STORY) 

                            This humorous story was written by ‘Henry Lawson’. He was an Australian writer and 

poet. He was the best known Australian poet and fiction writer of the colonial period. 

    The main characters of this story are Dave, Andy and Jim; the gold miners and their retriever dog 

Tommy. One day the three men are working on sinking shafts- a particularly dangerous form of mining 

that involves explosions by cartridges. Andy and Dave are fishermen also so Dave planned of catching 

many fish by blowing up the river bed. Jim is not interested but Andy always follows Dave’s words and 

implements them. 

     Andy starts to work on setting up a cartridge to put in the river. In the middle of the preparation, then 

dog, Tommy, a retriever dog becomes interested in what they are doing. 

    Tommy grabs the explosive in his mouth and plays with it, accidentally igniting its fuse by running 

near the campfire. By seeing it, the three men starts running- but Tommy feels their panic attempts as a 

game of chase. 

     Dave grabs the cartridge out of Tommy’s mouth and throws it far away. But Tommy thinks that it is a 

part of the game and rules after the explosive and brings it back to Jim. To get away, Jim climbs a tree but 

the top of the tree bends down and breaks, so Jim falls again on the ground. He jumps in to a sunken in 

Shafts and Andy hides behind a big log, Tommy takes off after Dave. 

   Dave runs in to pub which is near that place where several Bushmen are standing around drinking. He 

tries to explain about Tommy, the men scatters and Tommy starts chasing around all of them. 

   Finally Tommy finds a yellow dog and reaches it. The Yellow dog bites Tommy and Tommy drops the 

explosive and runs way in fear, Just as the yellow dog tries to bite the cartridge, it explodes and the 

yellow dog is died. 

  After all this mess, Dave apologizes all the Bushmen and takes Tommy to the camp and ties it with a 

chain. 
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7. MERCHANT OF VENICE (DRAMA) 

The merchant of venice is a 16th century play written by ‘William Shakespeare’. The play is a great 

comedy and is most remembered for its dramatic scenes and also notable for Portia’s speech about the 

quality of merry. Shakespeare is an English poet, play write and the world’s pre-eminent dramatist. He 

wrote tragedies like Hamlette, Othello and Macbeth. 

           In this scene, Portia not only releases Antonio from the bond but effectively strips Shylock and 

even threaten for further damage. This fulfils Shakespeare’s criteria of a comedy is that the villain must 

be defeated. 

ACT-IV-SCENE-1-COURT SCENE 

     Antonio is brought before the duke because he fails to pay off the money to shylock .The duke is upset 

about the penalty, a pound of Antonio’s flesh, but he could  not find any lawful way of freeing Antonio 

from the bond. Shylock enters the court and the duke tells him that all people gather there expecting him 

to pardon Antonio but shylock is not ready to forgive Antonio. 

        Bassanio then enters and offers shylock 6000 ducats as repayment for the loan. Shylock tells him 

that even if they pay 6times more the amount he would not take it the duke warns to dismiss the court 

without settling the suit, if Bellario fails to arrive. Then a messenger has just come from Bellario and 

Nerissa enters dressed as a man informs the duke that Bellario has sent a letter to him the letter from 

Bellario recommends that a young lawyer will arbitrate the case then portia enters dressed as man named 

Balthazar. 

       Portia then says to shylock to be merciful but shylock refuses and demands the contract be fulfilled. 

Just as shylock is about to start cutting, Portia says that the bond doesn’t give permission to shed 

Antonio’s blood, the laws of Venice are such that if any Venetian’s blood is shed, all the property may 

seize by the state. Shylock realises that he cannot cut the flesh without shedding blood. He agrees to take 

the money with interest but Portia says that she is not willing to back down and says that shylock must 

take the flesh. Shylock, in a confused state decides to withdraw his case. 

         Portia further tells that in Venice there is another law that if any foreigner tries to kill a Venetian 

then half of his property will go to that Venetian and remaining half will be received by the state .In 

addition the life of the foreigner will be in the hands of the duke. Then shylock requests the king to kill 
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him. Antonio asks the duke to forgive him and allow him to keep half of his wealth, but it should be 

awarded as inheritance to Jessica and Lorenzo. Shylock tells the courts that he will obey this condition. 

     Bassanio and Gratiano got to Portia and thank her. Bassanio offers the young lawyer anything he 

wants as a fee. Portia asks for the engagement ring the ring which he made him promise never to part 

with. At first Bassanio refuses to give but when Antonio forces to give that ring, he takes-off the ring and 

gives it to Gratiano and tells him to give to Portia and invite her to dinner that night at Antonio’s house. 

SPEECH BY PORTIA TO SHYLOCK 

‘’The quality of mercy’ is a quote by Portia in ACT-IV scene-1 in the court. It is a scene in which Portia 

requests shylock for mercy. 

                     The speech is regarded as one of the greatest speeches in Shakespeare plays made by Portia 

disguised as young lawyer Balthazar. Portia says that mercy is like the gentle rainy falls from heaven. 

Mercy is twice blessed mercy blesses the man who gives it and the man who receives it she says that 

mercy is an attribute of god himself and we should reflect the same quality what god would do she says 

that if the mankind follows the legal justice then everyone would go to hell because mercy is necessary 

for salvation she acts that as we pray for heavenly mercy, we must e willing to be merciful ourselves, here 

on earth. 

PORTIA 

                                      Portia is a beautiful intelligent and healthy heiress from Belmont her father will 

demands that she can only marry the man who manages to solve a riddle involving three casket made of 

different matters the person who successfully chooses the casket with Portiapotraite in the wins her hand 

portia is lucky enough to have the man she loves, Bassanio wins this challenge and they get married. 

When she learns of Antonio’s troubles in Venice, she disguises herself as a young man named Balthasar 

as and presents her at lost as a legal scholars her reading of the contract and her cleverness helps Antonio 

go free. 

    She is highly intelligent and trained in law.She quickly things a plan to same Antonio’s life with the set 

of instructions from her fatness old friend Ballario she is able to do so. 

    As thanks for saving Antonio’s life she revises the ring that she gave Bassanio that he had promised 

nerves to part (separate) with but Bassanio gives the ring to her as fee. Portia manages to play the game 

having lot of fun twisting rules to her own advantage in the end, Portia out mates everyone and wounds 

up on top. 


